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Short Bio of Joel & Sarah Wagner

Both of us were raised in godly families and accepted Christ at young ages; in 2003 we met at
Northland Baptist Bible College. Joel had always been praying toward missions and while at
college he heard Glenn Kerr speak about his translation work with Bibles International. Joel
traveled to Myanmar with Glenn in 2005 and felt confirmation of God’s leading for this crucial
work to strengthen the believers and enable them to evangelize and disciple their people.
Sarah was also able to work at the Bl office for a year before we were married in 2006. After
Joel completed an M.Div. in Exegesis and Linguistics from BJU we joined BI/BMM in 2012
being sent from Cornerstone Baptist Church in Greenville, SC. In 2015 we finished deputation
and were approved to open the field of Myanmar for BMM and move our family of five children
to Yangon. In our first term of service we’ve seen the Lord expand the work through a new
Translation Center and three new teams that Joel is responsible to lead as a Bible Translation
Consultant. With 135 languages in Myanmar and 50 that have yet to begin translation work
there is much work ahead!

Amid the busyness of family life and ministry in a developing country Sarah enjoys cooking
and homeschooling for five children. Joel has many opportunities to preach in local churches
and teach at a number of Bible colleges in Yangon. He especially enjoys making trips
upcountry to remote jungle villages where the ethnic minority groups live. Riding motorbikes,
climbing mountains and lodging on the floor in wood huts are some of the unique ways that
God has used to expand Joel’s perspective of Gospel advance in countries like Myanmar,
where a growing hunger for the Word of God is producing a glorious inheritance among the
saints from many tribes and languages, peoples and nations.

UPDATE: Due to the 2021 Military Coup that took place in Myanmar while our family was back in the
US reporting to churches we have not been able to renew our visa to live in Myanmar. The Lord made it
possible for our family to continue the translation work with Myanmar teams while being based in Guam
(2021-2022) and then to move to Chiang Mai, Thailand in 2023 where we are able to be a part of a
church plant, Cornerstone (“Sila”) Baptist Church, led by two American missionary families. We pray for
wisdom to help this Thai church as well as for flexibility and creativity to see the work in Myanmar still
progress under very difficult and dangerous conditions.
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